
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets.  I have not come to abolish, 

but to fulfill.” 

  

If we look around us, we can see that we live in a time in which there are many laws.  Sometimes 

I think that we may even think that there are too many laws.  Why are “they” always trying to 

tell us what to do?  Who is “they”?  Well “they” can be anyone, the government, the state, the 

Church, our parents, God. . . 

  

All too often these laws are simply seen as restrictive, as trying to take away something or 

preventing us from doing something.  This is really nothing new.  The early Hebrews also were 

called to follow a great number of laws, laws that kept them from doing certain things.  Laws 

that were in such a great abundance that they weighed down the people they were meant to 

guide.  The people thought that Jesus would set them free from all these laws. 

  

Jesus did indeed set the people free, but free in a way in which the people did not expect.  He 

brought a new law that superseded the others, a law of love.  That does not necessarily mean that 

we do not have to follow the other laws or that they were simply dismissed. We are shown that 

love is a command that when followed in a proper way, can bring a change in our lives and in the 

lives of the people that we meet and serve.  

  

We see more fully Christ’s light that shines in others, a light that connects us one to another in a 

way that we could never imagine.  As we follow this law of love, great things take place. 

  

A concrete example of this is how our students at St. Francis School were able to rise up to the 

challenge presented to them by Brian Williams who came and presented the THINK KINDNESS 

challenge back in December.  The students were challenged to be kindness ninja’s and commit 

5000 acts of kindness for the people in their lives.  They met and exceeded this 

challenge.  Kindness is a concrete way that will live out God’s command to love!!  Great job St. 

Francis Students!!  I am proud of you!!! 

  

Another way that we can respond to the command to love in a concrete way is by responding and 

contributing to the 2017 Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal.  Every year, you and many other 

Catholics throughout the Archdiocese of Portland provide the funds so necessary to support so 

many ministries throughout the Archdiocese.  As we saw last week in the video, Archbishop’s 

focus this year was on Faith Formation ministries that are made possible by your 

generosity.  Thank you for supporting this appeal! 

  

In Christ, Fr. James 


